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ese Fierce Fight-
e Battling for the

Cause of GreatBritain^
_ Origin and Fight¬
ing Qualities.

never In the history of
li'ths Sritiab Empire has a situa¬

tion 00 vital to Its integrity and
so affecting: its prestige been
uJ>on the people of that country

aat Involved by the present war.

trfo centuries her commerce has
¦tjriias&ed that of any other nation.
iet fiag ixas been seen In every port.
i«r ships have been the carriers of
he products of every land and her
bus have inhabited the farthermost

oC the earth. Her colonies arc

d in every clime and every hem-
ere. Had her governmental policy
been felt everywhere. Her rule,

Che ¦whole- has been benevolent and
i4flcl*l.so m^JCh so that a feeling
loy»lty to the Home Country has

eadfftStly grown among the natives
I I*»dia and other lands, and today
i her k°Ur °t need, when England's

lug am°nS the nations is threat-
.v(dth humiliation. these naUves

*osponaing m large numbers and
,_th great enthusiasm and genuine
ia£rtoti*m to the cfy for help.
India* a nation with entirely dlffer-

.ciai Instincts and traditions, with
.'ofe«t culture, religion, clvlllza-
an'i govcrnmental policy.a na-

o»® century ago tho very anti¬
thesis of England Is offering up her
sons 0n the battlefields of Europe in
,jDnglan<l'a defense as .willingly and
With equal self-sacrlnce as the Mother
Country herself.

Caste In The Army.
In E!tfrol>e. as we know, every able

bodied man, Riven food and arms, is
a fighting man of some sort.some
better, some worse, but still as cap¬
able of bearing arms as any other ofj
his. nationality. But in India, where
caste prevails, only a certain class of.
people may bear arms. The others,j
even if they have the requisite phy¬
sical courage, may not become sol¬
diers. The existence of this condition
complicates the enlistment in In$la
as It renders any form of a levy en
masse Impossible. The soldiers bt
India must come from the descendants
of the ancient Aryan races who in¬
vaded India in prehistoric times,
such as a Rajput and Brahman, who
for practical" purposes may be divid¬
ed Into two distinct classes.one com¬
prising the people of. Hindustan and
of the Punjab, and the other the
races of Jats (from whom the Sikhs
are descended) and the Gujars, the
Fathans and the Moguls of India, the
Pathan and Afghan of the frontier
hills and the Gurkhas.

Gorkas Win Battle In 1878.
The Sikhs and the Ourkhas are the

best known fighting men.that la, men
who have over and over again stood
the test of loyalty to Great Britain.
During the war of that nation against
'the Afghans there was a night as¬
sault on the Felwar Kotal one night
In December, 1878. This attack has
become famous In history on account
of the precipitous mountain which
was scaled during the pight in order
to command the road and make the

attack. Lord Roberts, who died dur¬
ing the early part of the war while
"looking over the situation" In France,
was in command at the time of this
outbreak. His forces were made up
of a regiment of Highlanders, a regi¬
ment of Gurkhas and two regiments
of Punjab Infantry. It was a moon¬
light night and «the enemy soon dis¬
covered Lord Roberts' men. The ac¬

tion came before dawn when the Gurk-
has suddenly sprang ahead of their
Scotch comrades and swarmed over
the Afghan entrenchment and bay¬
oneted all who' stood" before them.
Then they hurried to the second en¬
trenchment with the same result, and
the battle was won. They are much
smaller in stature than the SikhB yet
the critics of European soldiery who
have made a study of the Indian
troops declare that the Gurkhas are
equal to the best soldiers now with
the Allies. They are absolutely fear¬
less and are known as the world's
finest Infantry.
At present about twenty-five thou¬

sand of these men are with the allied
armies, and several of their encount¬
ers with the Germans have been
chronicled as splendid examples of
personal bravery. One of the English
officers recently likened them to fight¬
ing bantam roosters, being far more

agile than the large fighting cocks.

and as usual being frequently suc¬

cessful. The Gurkhas have a habit
of creeping along quietly and then
making- a sudden bayonet charge di¬
rectly In front of the enemy. The
surprise generally upsets the discipline
of the enemy and before order Is re¬

stored the Gurkhas get In their -work
with the bayonets. When ,ln close
quarters with the enemy they are

fierce fighters and show little or no

mercy.
Sikhs.

' -4

The Sikhs are of an entirely dif¬
ferent type.tall, athletic and high
spirited. They are model fighting
men. It Is hardly correct to speak of
them as a distinct race, for they are

really a religious sect which started
as a persecuted set of reformers who
finally became a powerful body em¬

bracing many of the Hindu tribes and
the races of the Punjab. A Sikh is
baptized into ills sect, not born into
it, for no man is a Sikh until he ha."
been baptized. Their faith is austere
.demanding a most vigorous self-
sacrifice. But many of the young
men 'prefer to grow up as ordinary
Hindus, and leadm. comparatively easy
life, free from the arduous restric¬
tions of any special religious creed or

sect which fastens its exacting regi¬
men upon so many of this caste rid¬
den country.

ZTiez'r* 7yZesrc/»

After Great Britain's declaration of
wae^roony men applied/for baptism
as Sikhs, but only those whose life
had been lived accocding to the simple
'tenets were accepted. No non-bap¬
tized man, is- admitted to the Sikh
regiments of the Indian Army. Here¬
tofore tlie military reputation of this
sect, so far as the English are con¬
cerned. dates from the Indian Mutiny
when the Sikhs flocked to the Union
Jack. Since that time they have
served England in Abyssinia, Afghan¬
istan, Chitral and Africa. Th»y bore
the brunt of the British. campaign In

Soipaliland. in one-instance a detach¬
ment of two hundred , falling to the
last man sooner than surrender to
overwhelming numbers. They are ab¬
solutely fearless and 'stand ready to
die at any time to--save' their com¬

mander.
Saved I<ortl Roberts.

Lord Roberts used to tell s* story
which illustrated this particular trait.

{During one of his. campaigns he-found
himself In a very dangerous position
and- before he could move he was

struck in the hand by a bullet. He
heard a cry of alarm behind him and
turning saw that one of his Sikh
orderlies had stretched himself to his
full height with extended'arms in or¬

der that he might stop with his own

body any bullet that'might do harm

to bis commander. There vera six
of these orderlies attached to Lord
Roberta and he makes special com¬

ment on the faithful attention of these

men. »

Tils Is all the more remarkable
from the fact that England had 'two

wars with .the Sikha during the con¬

quest'of India. The,first occurred in

1845*when an army of tbem composed
of sixty thousand well drilled troops
and more than one hundred guns In¬

vested the British garrison In Feroze-

pore. There was a two days' battle
about this place in which although
thd Sikhs were worsted .they gave the

Bnglish a hand to hand fight long to
be remembered. In 1846 the Bnglish
had another battle with the Sikhs.
This was fought at Allwal, and the
men of India again showed remark¬
able lighting qualities.
The final battle In Great Britain's

first war with the Sikhs occurred on

February 10th, 1846, at Sobraon, when
the British Lancers charged the crack
akh brigade. The latter threw down
their rifles as not shltlng their mettle
and advanced sword and shield in
hand after th* manner of the ancient
warriors. Many of the' Sikhs rushed
forth and singled out an EngUshman
for special combat. .-They were grad¬
ually forced back by the British and
lost more than ten thousand killed,
wounded and drowned In the Sutlej
Kivv* Even then they were not con¬

quered, and they launched a second
war, murdering two English envoys
and raising an furmy of -forty thousand
men! The British, twenty-five thou¬
sand strong, met them on-the famous
Held of Gujarat and won a complete
victory. One by one the chiefs sur¬

rendered their scwords. and the whole
of the Punjab came under the British
flag. Thein came the miracle of'.loy¬
alty for ever since that time not only
has there not been the slightest sign
of a rebellion-but they have fought
for England whenever she has called
upon them to do so.

The Indian Army.
The Indian Army at present is com¬

posed of about two hundred thousand
men. It Is made up of Infantry,
cavalry and several mountain bat¬
teries. There Is no Indian artillery.
Each regiment has two classes of offi¬
cers.British* and native, and- the line
drawn between them is severely kept.
Each class has Its own mess, and the

British officers however Junior Is rank
ore in control. Of tho native soldiers
about thirty-five per cent, are Moham¬
medans, sixty-three per cent. Hindu*,
two per cent. Christiana or Jews. Mo¬
hammedans and Hindus are rarely
found in the same regiment and never

in the same company. -'The service ,1s
voluntary and there is never a short-
afire of recruits, the bulk of them be¬
ing sons of men who served the Brit¬
ish Raj In their day. About one-third'
of the army is composed of "class"
regiments. These are regiments in
which all the. men are of one race
and religion. The beet, soldiers of
India are supposed to be the Moham¬
medan.

. The men are allowed to live In the
field the same as they, do at home.
They have-their own -peculiar ways of
killing a sheep, which is their favorite
meat.. They do this by cutting the
animal's throat with a knife so sharp
that there is never any danger of fail¬
ure on the first blow. They build mud
ovens and cook their food In these
queer perforated mud- mounds. Eng¬
land has never meddled with the mode
of living of her Indian' soldiers except
as to sanitation. There is, however,
little -difficulty about this and the clasn
of-people.-from which the army comes
are cleanly.
They have the greatest admiration

for their British officers, for they are

fully aware that these officers are their'
superiors as leaders in military af¬
fairs. "When -it comes to obeying or¬
ders they are machines of terrlfio force
as has been shown in many of the
bayonet [ charges made by them. Not
a single act of cowardice has been
shown, by the Indian troops.in fact,
the officers in many instances have
been compelled to discipline them for
foolhardy, and senseless bravery such
as would -mean certain death without
any special results for'the Allies. I

Anxious To Capture The Kaiser.
When the Sikhs arrived In the Allies'

camp they asked to' be shown pic¬
tures of the Kaiser declaring that "they
were determined to capture him. but
up to the present time their efforts
to take him prisoner or even'to get
a glimpse'of the War Lord has proved
futile.
Apart from sending her men to

fight for the .honor of Great Britain
India has given liberally to the war
fund and to the Bed Cross. <r
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taint Little House of
Worship Near Mt. Ver¬
non One of the Historic

KgSpots ofAmerica-Much
T-oved By Washington
rd His' Family.

jS a.re °n foot to raise funds
by wiiajl donations from par-
Uhe" In ®»ery section of the
pnlted states for an endowment

ol« Pohick Church In which
> 'W»®hliJ£ton worshiped as boy

ms.n. ^The 4ual»t little house of
Jd peaf Vernon In "Virginia

to i-afk with the House of
g at vnillamsburR and with

l, #°Jl, the fund* are to
S'er«d toother In order that It

¦ pot go the w-ay of other neglect-
ItMtorl^l places In the country.
church, on® 0f the first In Its

.op of the ^Thirteen Colonies, aged
rebuilt %v«n before the time of

vAnieri08^ Revolution, Is still in

. "W^gjjlngto^* had a special
IP the ^obick ChurclC He

~ ti,e*"o with l*ls family as a

ated 5h the great family coach,
be c0ntlnned a member of the
*gtttJ£>n until his death. Zt was

f bl« «*rJy life at Mt. .Vernon
he e<J*®ce threatened to crumble

.***»; ^e materials for its

building and furnishings bad been
brought from England many years
before, and during the time of the
Revolution It had been neglected to
the extent that a new cburoh would
soon become a necessity for the
churchgoers of the neighborhood.

Planning A New Church.
Then it was that Washington, dur¬

ing busy days ai Mt Vernon, found
time to plan a new Pohlck Church.
Be loved his church and its people.
Ho did not confine himself to being
a great American patriot, a statesman
and a soldier; he found time for his
rellglop. One ot the numerous out¬
standing facts to show that he was a

versatile man is clearly brought out In
the historical data that he alone
sketched and filled In the plans and
specifications tor the new Pohlck
Church. These plans were closely' ad¬
hered to. and. tlie old building was
built over- practically made Into a

I
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new edifice according to the plans
drawn by the Father of His Coun¬
try.
The long and honorable life of

Pohick Church Is Interwoven with the
history of Virginia, the American
Colonies and the United States. An.
other of the master spirits- of the
American revolution who worshiped
there was George Mason, one of the
founders of the Republic. In the
venerable church sat representatives

of the Fairfax family, and It would
seem no exaggeration-to say that the

Pohicfc congregation did mgre -than

many great churches and, as touch as

any other church In the New. World
to promote the thought of liberty,
force a severance with Great Britain
and carry the American Revolution-to
success.- And this is said not to un¬

derrate the' Influence of some of the
churches In New Bngiand-at that time.

Xhe- Fohlclc Church, hidden away' 'iu

It Is and a small thins: to look upon.
Is a heritage' which all .Americans
should'think of reverently,:for to look
upon'the old walls recalls the struggle
of the national lathers and stimulates
patriotic sentiment.

Where Ohnrch Gets Name.
The'historic^ church takes'its' name

from a little wiater course which rip-
plea and struggles through the hear-
by country." . As might be readily
guessed, it 'Is'' one of the old" Indian
names; or at least the early w&fte
settlers in the neighborhood found
the Indians calling' the stream by a

name- which sounded to their ears

very much like "Pobick." The his¬
tory erf the church' goes back- to the
year of*the birth of George Wash¬
ington.1782. .

A frame church, was built on high
land looking down on the little-stream
and overlooking the valley through
which the creek winds Its way from
the hills of Fairfax county, Virginia,
to the Potomac. River. In that first
church of Pohick .worshiped, the
Masons, of Gnnaton^all;' the PWr-
faxes, of Belvolr; the .Washlngtons, of
Mt. Vernon, and. many, other fam¬
ilies. ,

There came Sritime-whenJthe eon-

gregation of the churcli was agitated
to a great extent concerning the re¬

building of the house .of worship. The
church had been several times re¬

paired. and the congregation became
split over the question of rebuilding
on the first site or the setting up of
a new building on another site. The
population of the parish had increased
and'-with the northerly movement of
the population up the Virginia bank
of thfe Potomac River the old church
yas off the parish center. It was

convenient to Qunston Sail and the
*people of the country living in what
was called "Gunston Neck" and Nor¬
ton Valley; it was within 'a reason¬
able ride of Belvoir and the settlers
of the valley of Accptlnk Creek, but
it was a drive of abput seven miles
from the home of George Washington.
So Washington was one of those who
favored the removal to another site.
H* pointed out a more central site,
and then he prepared a map of the
parish showing the location of the
homes of members of the congregation
to enforce his argument. George
3Cason was one of those who opposed
removal, but the members of the con¬

gregation were won to the side of
Washington, and he Selected a. site
on the top of a ridge commanding
extensive views north, south and west,
and'about two miles nearer ML Ver¬
non than the site of the first church*.

,
The New Building.

Construction of the new church
building, which was of brick with
light sandstone trimmings and of the
same design as another famous church
often attended by Washington.Christ.
Church In Alexandria. Virginia.was
begun In 1788. and in 1778 the 'con¬
gregation moved -Into the new build¬
ing.
In the changes which fortune and

misfortune have brought to Fohlck
Church its records and Its relics were

far scattered. About fffteen years ago
there was a reawakeplng of interest
in the story and the troubles of' this
old church, and records and frag¬
ments of records were discovered, in
curious ways and places. The vestry
book, containing the names of the
vestry in office at .the time the con¬

gregation took possession of the new

building, and containing items rela¬
tive to the construction of the build-
ing was fotrad In the archives of the
New Tork Historical Society aridtoSS
turned j by that society to the congre¬
gation of-Pohlck Church.
There Is one ~bityof'paper connected

with the church for which close ln-,
qulry has been made by a number of
the descendants of the early parish¬
ioners. That.ls the map which George
Washington made, showing the- dwell¬
ing places of the mex&bers. Nearly
all of the homes of the" parishioners
of 1765 have been obliterated and' the

between 1785 and 1885, because so

many of the families that bad attend¬
ed It took pews In: Christ Church*
Alexandria. 'A Rector by tbe name of
Johnson, who had married the daugh¬
ter of Bushrod .Washington, who suc¬
ceeded to the proprietocshlp of lit.
Tfernon after the death, of Mrs. Wash¬
ington. put a good deal of love and
labor .Into Fohlclc Church and congre¬
gation. beginning qhoiit 1886. The
roof of the building had: f&llen in and
it is said that sheep found shelter In
the building and that cattle grazed- in
the churchyard. Much of the furni¬
ture of the church, pews and the like,
disappeared, tombstones fell and were
swallowed- up in the graveyard mold
or carted oft for use as doorsteps or

standing blocks before wells. Repairs
were made, but the building had aot
seen the last of lis troubles.

A War-Ridden Territory.
Again, during the Civil War, the

church was abandoned. Men of the
congregation were off to war; the
women were busy with their children
and all of the farm'work; it was Im¬
possible to pay a minister, and there
was no congregation. All except thp
strong brick walls, planned by Wash- *

lngton. fell again into ruin. During
most of the war troops were stationed
in the neighborhood, and the sand¬
stone, facings of the doors and wis-.
dows still show the carved names of'
the soldiors who found shelter In the
building.
The territory was war-ridden, such

as certain country is in Belgium and
Poland today. At times the Church
was within the Union lines, and again
It was within the Confederate lines.
It was usually used as an - outpost or

a picket post, and even the soldiers*
horses were stabled there, the pews
and floorings and every other bit of
woodwork In the. building having been
carried away by the troops as fuel.
Some time after the war"the church

was again patched up for worship. It
was in the late '80's or-about 1900
that Mrs.- Phoebe Hearst, one at the
wealthy women of the country, be¬
came Interested In old Pohksk Church.
It waa dlsoovered that the brick build¬
ing waa unlit for occupancy by the
congregation and Mrs. Hearst gave ^

them a temporary place' of worship
close by. That frame building la
called Hearst Hall.

FuMlo-attention-being-called to tho
,

ruinous condition of the church, pa- -

triotio people subscribed enough to

put on a new roof and provide. new
pews., Since then the Daughters of
the Revolution and the Colonial
Dames have restored the interior ojt
the church, put in high-backed pews,
after the original pattern, marking ,.
the places of the Washington., Fair¬
fax and Maaon pews, rtnd Installing
the high pulpit which waa a feature
of the Episcopal churches' of Colonial..
day*
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